ABSTRACT 

A weapon is disclosed for discharging high velocity, non-lethal projectiles 
utilizing pressurized gas. The weapon includes a housing having a handle and a 
projectile storage cylinder sized and shaped to receive a plurality of substantially 
spherical-shaped projectiles. A discharge barrel is mounted proximate the 
projectile storage cylinder and has an open muzzle end and a closed base end, 
while a projectile loading chamber is disposed at the barrel base end and 
communicates with the projectile storage cylinder. An enclosure is provideti in 
the housing for receiving a removable pressurized gas storage source. A gas 
discharge cell communicates with the gas storage source in the enclosure and is 
adapted to receive a charge of compressed gas for selective projectile discharge. 
The weapon further includes a hammer and striker assembly for selectively 
releasing a charge of compressed gas from the gas discharge cell into the 
loading chamber to discharge a projectile through the barrel, and a trigger 
assembly selectively operates the hammer and striker assembly. Finally, a valve 
assembly Is associated with the gas discharge cell and is adapted to pennit 
selective variance of the compressed gas charge pressure released by the 
hammer assembly to correspondingly vary the velocity and impact of the 
discharged projectiles. 


